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57 ABSTRACT

A connector 10 includes: a housing 30 into which a cable 20
is to be inserted; first contacts 40 housed in the housing 30 and
having contact portions 46 with a short effective fitting
length; and second contacts 50 housed in the housing 30 and
having contact portions 56 with a long effective fitting length.
Then, the first contacts 40 are arranged on both ends in a width
directionY of the housing 30, and the contact portions 56 with
the long effective fitting length of the second contacts 50
arranged so as to adjoin insides in the width direction Y ofthe
first contacts 40 arranged on both ends, are engaged with
engagement portions 22 of the cable 20.

7 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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CONNECTOR, CONNECTOR ASSEMBLY,
AND CABLE FOR USE IN THE CONNECTOR
ASSEMBLY

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from prior Japanese Patent Application P2012-
161859 filed on Jul. 20, 2012; the entire contents of which are
incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a connector, a connector
assembly, and a cable for use in the connector assembly.

Heretofore, as disclosed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open
Publication No. 2011-222273 (hereinafter, referred to as
Patent Literature 1), as a connector, there is known one, which
includes: a plurality of contacts individually brought into
contact with a plurality of conductors formed on a cable such
as an FPC and an FFC; a housing that houses the plurality of
contacts therein; and a lever rotatably attached to the housing.

In this Patent Literature 1, a locking mechanism for reten-
tion of the cable inserted into the housing is provided. Spe-
cifically, locking holes are formed on both ends in a width
direction of the cable, and meanwhile, holding terminals
which have locking protrusions to be engaged with the lock-
ing holes are provided on both ends in a width direction of the
housing, and the locking protrusions are inserted into the
locking holes, whereby the cable is prevented from coming
out.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, in the above-described conventional technology,
independently of the contacts, the holding terminals are pro-
vided on both ends in the width direction of the housing,
which results in cost increase by that amount.

In this connection, it is an object of the present invention to
obtain a connector and a connector assembly, which are
capable of suppressing coming out of a cable from the con-
nector while reducing cost, and to obtain a cable for use in the
connector assembly.

A first feature of the present invention is a connector
including: a housing into which a cable is to be inserted; first
contacts housed in the housing and having contact portions
with a short effective fitting length; and second contacts
housed in the housing and having contact portions with a long
effective fitting length, and is summarized as that the first
contacts are arranged on both ends in a width direction of the
housing, that engagement portions are provided on the cable,
and that the contact portions with the long effective fitting
length of the second contacts arranged so as to adjoin insides
in the width direction of the first contacts arranged on both
ends can be engaged with the engagement portions.

A second feature of the present invention is summarized as
that the first contacts and the second contacts are alternately
arranged in the width direction of the housing.

A third feature of the present invention is summarized as
that step difference portions are provided on conductors
formed in the cable, and the contact portions with the short
effective fitting length of the first contacts arranged on both
ends can be engaged with the step difference portions.

A fourth feature of the present invention is summarized as
that the engagement portions are through holes or notches.
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A fifth feature of the present invention is summarized as
that the conductors are patterned on the cable surface, and the
step difference portions are formed by partially removing the
patterned conductors.

A sixth feature of the present invention is a connector
assembly, summarized as that the cable having the engage-
ment portions formed is inserted into the housing of the
connector.

A seventh feature of the present invention is a cable, sum-
marized as the cable to be used in the connector assembly.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a connector and a
cable according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing a connector assembly
according to the first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the connector accord-
ing to the first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view showing a protec-
tion member of the connector according to the first embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view showing an arranged state
of a first contact of the connector according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view showing an arranged state
of a second contact of the connector according to the first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a plan view showing the cable according to the
first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view showing an engaged state of
the second contact and the cable according to the first embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a plan view showing a cable according to a second
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a plan view showing a cable according to a third
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view showing an engaged state of
a second contact and the cable according to the third embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view enlargedly showing an
engaged state of a first contact and a conductor according to
the third embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

A description in detail of embodiments of the present
invention is made below while referring to the drawings. In
the following, the description is made on the assumption that
a cable insertion/removal direction is a front-back direction
X, that a longitudinal direction of a housing (that is, an
arrayed direction of contacts: a direction perpendicular to the
cable insertion/removal direction and a thickness direction) is
a width direction Y, and that the thickness direction of the
housing (that is, a thickness direction of the inserted cable) is
a vertical direction Z. Moreover, a direction for the cable to
move when inserting the cable is defined as forward, and a
direction for the cable to move when removing the cable is
defined as backward, and the vertical direction is defined such
that an upper side, in a state where the connector is arranged
so that a lever mounted on the housing can be located on an
upper portion, as upward.

Moreover, similar constituents are included in the follow-
ing plurality of embodiments and modification examples
thereof. Hence, in the following, common reference numerals
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are assigned to these similar constituents, and in addition, a
redundant description is omitted.

First Embodiment

As shown in FIG. 1, a connector 10 according to this
embodiment includes an insulative housing 30 into which a
sheet-like cable 20 having a front surface and a back surface,
such as an FPC and an FFC, is to be inserted.

On an insertion end portion 205 continuously provided on
a body portion 20a of this sheet-like cable 20, a plurality of
conductors 21 are exposed at a predetermined pitch in the
width direction Y. Then, regions of the conductors 21, on
which contact point portions (fixed-side contact point por-
tions 44a, movable-side contact point portions 46a) of first
contacts 40 and contact point portions (fixed-side contact
point portions 54a, movable-side contact point portions 56a)
of second contacts 50 are to abut, are arranged in a zigzag
state in front and back two lines (refer to FIG. 1). Note that the
conductors 21 are patterned on upper and back surfaces of the
insertion end portion 205 so as to have substantially the same
shape, and basically, are electrically connected to conductors
(not shown) formed in the body portion 20a. Then, inside the
housing 30, a plurality of the conductive first contacts 40 and
second contacts 50, which are to be conductively connected to
the conductors 21 of the cable 20, are arrayed at a predeter-
mined pitch in the width direction Y.

Moreover, an insulative lever 60 is rotatably attached to the
housing 30. Specifically, the lever 60 is attached to the hous-
ing 30 so as to be rotatable between an open position (a state
shown in FIG. 1), at which the cable 20 can be inserted into
the housing 30, and a closed position (a state shown in FIG.
2), at which the cable 20 inserted into the housing 30 is
sandwiched between the first contacts 40 and the second
contacts 50.

The housing 30 is formed of an insulating material such as
synthetic resin, and on the rear of this housing 30 (thatis, a left
sidein FIG. 5 and FIG. 6: aremoval side in the cable insertion/
removal direction), a bag-like cable receiving portion 31, into
which the cable 20 is to be inserted from the rear, is formed in
a substantially intermediate portion thereof in the vertical
direction Z.

This cable receiving portion 31 is defined by a ceiling wall
portion 32, a bottom wall portion 33, and both-side wall
portions 34 and 34 formed on both ends in the width direction
Y of the rear of the housing 30, and is open to the rear.

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 1, on both ends in the width
direction Y of the front of the housing 30, front wall portions
(a pair of longitudinal wall portions) 34d and 344, which are
located in the outside in the width directionY of the side wall
portions 34 and 34, are formed, and a bottom wall portion 34e
is formed in the inside of the front wall portions 344 and 34d.
Then, on the front of the housing 30, a lever mounting portion
35 is formed, which is defined by the front wall portions 344
and 34d and is open upward and frontward. The lever 60 is
rotatably mounted on this lever mounting portion 35.

Furthermore, on both end portions in the width direction Y
of the lever mounting portion 35, bearing portions 35a open
upward and frontward are formed to oppose each other in the
width direction Y of the housing 30.

Moreover, the lever 60 is a plate-like member capable of
being housed in the lever mounting portion 35 of the housing
30, and this lever 60 is also formed of an insulating material
such as synthetic resin. Then, as shown in FIG. 1, pivot shafts
61 are individually protruded from base end sides of both end
surfaces in the width direction Y of the lever 60. Moreover, a
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body of the lever 60 serves as an operation portion 62 for
performing opening/closing operations for the lever 60.

In this embodiment, by mounting, from above the housing
30, the pivot shafts 61 on both ends in the width direction Y of
the lever 60 on the bearing portions 35a on both ends in the
width directionY of the housing 30, the lever 60 is attached to
the lever mounting portion 35 of the housing 30 so as to be
openable/closable (rotatable) (refer to FIG. 1).

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 4, on the both-side wall por-
tions 34 and 34 which define the cable receiving portion 31
into which the cable 20 is to be inserted, protection members
70 for protecting front surfaces 34a and 34q of the both-side
wall portions 34 and 34 are provided.

As shown in FIG. 4, each of the protection members 70 has
a linear attachment portion 72, and a portion, which is curved
into a U-shape as a result of folding back a tip end portion of
this attachment portion 72 into a U-shape, serves as a guard
portion 71 that protects the front surface 34a of the side wall
portion 34. The guard portion 71 is formed integrally with the
attachment portion 72 by machining a part (tip end portion) of
the attachment portion 72. Note that, preferably, the protec-
tion member 70 is formed of a metal material, which is
excellent as a whole in abrasion resistance, for example,
phosphor bronze, brass, titanium copper, beryllium copper,
stainless steel, or the like.

Meanwhile, in each of the both-side wall portions 34 and
34 is formed an attachment hole 345 into which the attach-
ment portion 72 of the protection member 70 is to be inserted.
Then, by inserting the attachment portion 72 into this attach-
ment hole 345, the guard portion 71 of the U-shaped protec-
tion member 70 covers the front surface (tip end surface) 34a
of the side wall portion 34.

Moreover, on a lower-side center portion of the attachment
portion 72 is provided an engagement protruding portion 72a,
and this engagement protruding portion 72a prevents the
attachment portion 72 from coming out.

Furthermore, on the protection member 70, a cable holding
portion 73 is provided, which is obtained by extending a tip
end portion of the guard portion 71 to a depth side (frontward)
of the cable receiving portion 31, for applying a constant
pressing/urging force to both sides of the cable 20. As
described above, each of the protection members 70 includes
the guard portion 71, the attachment portion 72, and the cable
holding portion 73, and has a fishhook shape as a whole.

Moreover, in an inside in the width directionY of the cable
receiving portion 31 is formed a groove portion 34¢ which
serves as a storage space of each cable holding portion 73.

In addition, the cable holding portion 73 allows a tip end
portion thereof to be bent toward the inside in the width
direction Y of the cable receiving portion 31, and is thereby
configured to be capable of applying urging force to press the
side surface of the inserted cable 20 by elastic force inherent
in the guard portion 71 curved into the U-shape.

Thus, in this embodiment, the protection members 70 are
provided, whereby damage to the side wall portions 34 can be
suppressed more surely even in the case where the cable 20 is
inserted obliquely.

Moreover, as mentioned above, the lever 60 is attached to
the housing 30 so as to rotationally move from the open
position shown in FIG. 1 to the closed position shown in FI1G.
2.

Then, the lever 60, when located at the open position, rises
in a rearward-tilted erected attitude from the lever mounting
portion 35 of the housing 30, and substantially a half of the
front of the lever mounting portion 35 is made open above the
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housing 30 (refer to FIG. 5 and FIG. 6). At this time, the cable
20 can be inserted into the cable receiving portion 31 of the
housing 30.

Meanwhile, the lever 60, when located at the closed posi-
tion, takes a substantially horizontal attitude, is housed in the
lever mounting portion 35 of the housing 30, and is config-
ured to sandwich the cable 20, which is inserted into the cable
receiving portion 31, by the first contacts 40 and the second
contacts 50.

Pluralities of the first contacts 40 and the second contacts
50 are arrayed in the width direction Y of the housing 30, and
the first contacts 40 and the second contacts 50 are formed by
stamping a thin metal sheet.

In this embodiment, the first contacts 40 and the second
contacts 50 are alternately provided in the width direction Y
of'the housing 30, and the first contacts 40A are provided on
both ends in the width direction Y of the housing 30.

Note that the first contacts 40 are inserted from the rear into
the housing 30, followed by fixing and holding (refer to FI1G.
5), and the second contacts 50 are inserted from the front into
the housing 30, followed by fixing and holding (refer to FI1G.
6).

In this embodiment, in the housing 30, a plurality of hous-
ing portions 36, which house the pluralities of first contacts 40
and second contacts 50 therein, are provided so as to penetrate
the housing 30 in the front-back direction X. Furthermore, on
the ceiling wall portion 32, first groove portions 32¢ and
second groove portions 325, which are extended in the front-
back direction X, are formed, while on the bottom wall por-
tion 33, first groove portions 33a and second groove portions
33b are formed which are extended in the front-back direction
X. Then, into each of the housing portions 36, one first contact
40 is inserted from the rear, and one second contact 50 is
inserted from the front. At this time, the first contact 40 is
sandwiched between each first groove portion 32a of the
ceiling wall portion 32 and each first groove portion 33a of the
bottom wall portion 33. Meanwhile, the second contact 50 is
sandwiched between each second groove portion 325 of the
ceiling wall portion 32 and each second groove portion 335 of
the bottom wall portion 33.

Moreover, in each housing portion 36 that houses the first
contact 40 therein, a wall portion 37 is formed which defines
aninsertion hole 38 into which a terminal arm portion 45 to be
described later is to be inserted. The terminal arm portion 45
is press-fitted into the insertion hole 38, whereby the first
contact 40 is fixed and held to the housing 30. As shown in
FIG. 5, the first contact 40 includes: a stick-like fixed-side
contact portion 41 extended in the front-back direction X in
the vicinity of the bottom wall portion 33; and a stick-like
movable-side contact portion 42, which is extended in the
front-back direction X in the vicinity of the ceiling wall
portion 32 and is opposite to the fixed-side contact portion 41
in the vertical direction (thickness direction of the housing 30:
thickness direction of the cable 20) Z. Then, with regard to the
fixed-side contact portion 41 and the movable-side contact
portion 42, intermediate portions thereof in the front-back
direction (longitudinal direction) X are coupled to each other
by a coupling spring portion 43, and the fixed-side contact
portion 41 and the movable-side contact portion 42 are
formed into a substantially laid-H-shape.

As shown in FIG. 5, the fixed-side contact portion 41
includes: a fixed-side arm portion (contact portion) 44
extended along the bottom wall portion 33 toward the rear
side (one side of the fixed-side contact portion 41) in the
front-back direction X; and a terminal arm portion 45
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extended along the bottom wall portion 33 toward the front
side (other side of the fixed-side contact portion 41) in the
front-back direction X.

Then, on a substantially intermediate portion of the fixed-
side arm portion (contact portion) 44, a fixed-side contact
point portion 44a that protrudes upward (toward the inserted
cable 20) is formed, and this fixed-side contact point portion
44a is brought into contact with the conductor 21 of the cable
20.

Moreover, on a tip end portion of the fixed-side arm portion
(contact portion) 44 is formed a stopper 445 that protrudes
downward. Then, this stopper 4456 regulates a maximum
insertion amount of the first contact 40 into the housing 30 at
the time when the first contact 40 is inserted into the housing
portion 36. Moreover, this stopper 445 also serves as a sol-
dered portion for surface mounting when mounting the con-
nector 10 on a circuit board (not shown).

Furthermore, the terminal arm portion 45 is provided with
a protruding portion 45a that protrudes downward, and the
terminal arm portion 45 is press-fitted into the insertion hole
38, and the protruding portion 454 is allowed to enter the
bottom wall portion 33, whereby the first contact 40 is fixed
and held to the housing 30.

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 5, the movable-side contact
portion 42 includes: a movable-side arm portion (contact
portion) 46 extended along the ceiling wall portion 32 toward
the rear side (one side of the movable-side contact portion 42)
in the front-back direction X; and a spring portion 47
extended along the ceiling wall portion 32 toward the front
side (the other side of the movable-side contact portion 42) in
the front-back direction X.

Then, on a tip end portion of the movable-side arm portion
(contact portion) 46 is formed a movable-side contact point
portion 46a that protrudes downward (toward the inserted
cable 20), and this movable-side contact point portion 46a is
brought into contact with the conductor 21 of the cable 20.

Inthis embodiment, when the lever 60 is located at the open
position, a distance between the fixed-side contact point por-
tion 44a and the movable-side contact point portion 464 has
substantially the same size as the thickness of the cable 20.
Moreover, when the lever 60 is located at the closed position
in a state where the cable 20 is not inserted, the distance
between the fixed-side contact point portion 44a and the
movable-side contact point portion 464 is set smaller than the
thickness of the cable 20. Hence, when the lever 60 is located
at the open position, the cable 20 can be inserted into the
housing 30, and when the lever 60 is located at the closed
position, the fixed-side contact point portion 44a and the
movable-side contact point portion 46a crimp the cable 20,
and the first contact 40 sandwiches the cable 20.

Moreover, on a lower surface of the spring portion 47 is
formed a substantially circular-arc cam surface 47a, with
which a later-described cam portion 64 of the lever 60 is to be
brought into sliding contact.

Then, the coupling spring portion 43 has spring properties,
and is made elastically deflectable. In this embodiment, the
coupling spring portion 43 couples the fixed-side contact
portion 41 and the movable-side contact portion 42 to each
other in a state of being tilted upward and backward. Then,
when the front end of the spring portion 47 and the front end
of the terminal arm portion 45 are relatively separated from
each other, so that the coupling spring portion is elastically
deflected and an interval between the movable-side arm por-
tion (contact portion) 46 of the movable-side contact portion
42 and the fixed-side arm portion (contact portion) 44 of the
fixed-side contact portion 41 is made to become smaller.
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Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 6, the second contact 50
includes: a stick-like fixed-side contact portion 51 extended
in the front-back direction X in the vicinity of the bottom wall
portion 33; and a stick-like movable-side contact portion 52,
which is extended in the front-back direction X in the vicinity
of'the ceiling wall portion 32 and is opposite to the fixed-side
contact portion 51 in the vertical direction (thickness direc-
tion of the housing 30: thickness direction of the cable 20) Z.
Then, with regard to the fixed-side contact portion 51 and the
movable-side contact portion 52, intermediate portions
thereof in the front-back direction (longitudinal direction) X
are coupled to each other by a coupling spring portion 53, and
the fixed-side contact portion 51 and the movable-side con-
tact portion 52 are formed into a substantially laid-H-shape.

As shown in FIG. 6, the fixed-side contact portion 51
includes: a fixed-side arm portion (contact portion) 54
extended along the bottom wall portion 33 toward the rear
side (one side of the fixed-side contact portion 51) in the
front-back direction X; and a terminal arm portion 55
extended along the bottom wall portion 33 toward the front
side (the other side of the fixed-side contact portion 51) in the
front-back direction X.

Then, on a tip end portion of the fixed-side arm portion
(contact portion) 54 is formed a fixed-side contact point por-
tion 54a that protrudes upward (toward the inserted cable 20),
and this fixed-side contact point portion 54« is brought into
contact with the conductor 21 of the cable 20.

Moreover, on a tip end portion of the terminal end portion
55 is formed a stopper 55a that protrudes downward. Then,
this stopper 55a regulates a maximum insertion amount of the
second contact 50 into the housing 30 at the time when the
second contact 50 is inserted into the housing portion 36.
Moreover, this stopper 55q also serves as a soldered portion
for the surface mounting when mounting the connector 10 on
the circuit board (not shown).

Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 6, the movable-side contact
portion 52 includes: a movable-side arm portion (contact
portion) 56 extended along the ceiling wall portion 32 toward
the rear side (one side of the movable-side contact portion 52)
in the front-back direction X; and a spring portion 57
extended along the ceiling wall portion 32 toward the front
side (other side of the movable-side contact portion 52) in the
front-back direction X.

Then, on a tip end portion of the movable-side arm portion
(contact portion) 56 is formed a movable-side contact point
portion 56a that protrudes downward (toward the inserted
cable 20), and this movable-side contact point portion 56a is
brought into contact with the conductor 21 of the cable 20.

Inthis embodiment, when the lever 60 is located at the open
position, a distance between the fixed-side contact point por-
tion 544 and the movable-side contact point portion 56a has
substantially the same size as the thickness of the cable 20.
Moreover, when the lever 60 is located at the closed position
in the state where the cable 20 is not inserted, the distance
between the fixed-side contact point portion 54a and the
movable-side contact point portion 56a is set smaller than the
thickness of the cable 20. Hence, when the lever 60 is located
at the open position, the cable 20 can be inserted into the
housing 30, and when the lever 60 is located at the closed
position, the fixed-side contact point portion 54a and the
movable-side contact point portion 56a crimp the cable 20,
and the second contact 50 sandwiches the cable 20.

Moreover, on a lower surface of the spring portion 57 is
formed a substantially circular-arc cam surface 57a, with
which the later-described cam portion 64 of the lever 60 is to
be brought into sliding contact.
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Furthermore, the coupling spring portion 53 has spring
properties and is made elastically deflectable. In this embodi-
ment, the coupling spring portion 53 couples the fixed-side
contact portion 51 and the movable-side contact portion 52 to
each other in a state of being tilted upward and backward.
Then, when the spring portion 57 is deflected so that the front
end of the spring portion 57 and the front end of the terminal
arm portion 55 are opened relatively to each other, then the
coupling spring portion 53 is elastically deflected, and an
interval between the movable-side arm portion (contact por-
tion) 56 of the movable-side contact portion 52 and the fixed-
side arm portion (contact portion) 54 of the fixed-side contact
portion 51 is made smaller.

Moreover, in this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 5 and FIG.
6, an arm length (effective fitting length) D1 of the movable-
side arm portion 46 of the first contact 40 is set shorter than an
arm length (effective fitting length) D2 of the movable-side
contact portion 56 of the second contact 50 so as to make the
effective fitting lengths of both thereof different from each
other.

As described above, in this embodiment, the movable-side
arm portion (contact portion) 46 of the first contact 40, which
includes the movable-side contact point portion 46a, is
equivalent to a contact portion in which an effective fitting
length is short, and the movable-side arm portion (contact
portion) 56 of the second contact 50, which includes the
movable-side contact point portion 564, is equivalent to a
contact portion in which an effective fitting length is long.

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, through holes 63
are formed in the lever 60, so as to correspond to the spring
portions 47 and 57, which are provided on the first contacts 40
and the second contacts 50, respectively. Moreover, on posi-
tions of the lever 60, which are adjacent to the through holes
63, the cam portion 64 is formed, which rotationally moves
following the rotational movement of the lever 60 and is to be
brought into sliding contact with the cam surfaces 47a and
57a provided on the spring portions 47 and 57.

In this embodiment, the cam portion 64 includes: a circular
portion 64a with a substantially columnar shape; and a rect-
angular portion 645 with a substantially rectangular parallel-
epiped shape, which is provided continuously with the circu-
lar portion 64a.

In this embodiment, the cam portion 64 is formed into a
substantially keyhole shape when a cross-section thereof is
viewed in the front-back direction X.

Then, when the lever 60 is located at the open position, the
cam portion 64 is elongated in the lateral direction (front-back
direction X), and a dimension thereof'in the vertical direction
Z.is set smaller than an interval between the spring portion 47
and terminal arm portion 45 of the first contact 40 and an
interval between the spring portion 57 and terminal arm por-
tion 55 of the second contact 50. That is to say, when the lever
60 is located at the open position, the cam portion 64 and the
spring portions 47 and 57 are in a non-contact state with each
other.

Meanwhile, when the lever 60 is rotationally moved in a
closing direction, then on the way where the cam portion 64
rotationally moves so as to rise up, the dimension in the
vertical direction Z of the cam portion 64 is made larger than
the interval between the spring portion 47 and the terminal
arm portion 45 and the interval between the spring portion 57
and the terminal arm portion 55.

Then, the spring portions 47 and 57 are configured to be
elastically deflected so that an interval between a tip end of
the spring portion 47 and a tip end of the terminal arm portion
45 and an interval between the spring portion 57 and the
terminal arm portion 55 can be relatively increased.
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Now, in this embodiment, the first contacts 40A are pro-
vided on both ends in the width direction Y of the housing 30,
and the cable 20 inserted into the housing 30 is prevented
from coming out by using the second contacts S0A arranged
so0 as to adjoin the insides of the first contacts 40A on both
ends concerned.

Specifically, notch-like holding holes (engagement por-
tions) 22 open in the width direction X are formed on both
ends in the width direction X of the cable 20 so as to penetrate
the cable 20 in the thickness direction. The holding holes 22
are formed at regions, which correspond to the movable-side
contact point portions 56a and fixed-side contact point por-
tions 54a of the second contacts 50A arranged so as to be
adjacent to the insides of the first contacts 40A on both ends
in a state where the cable 20 is inserted into the housing 30.

Then, the movable-side contact point portions 564 formed
on the movable-side arm portions (contact portions) 56 with
a long effective fitting length of the movable-side arm por-
tions (contact portions) 56 of the second contacts 50A
arranged so as to adjoin the insides of the first contacts 40 A on
both ends, are engaged with the holding holes 22. At this time,
with regard to the second contacts S0A arranged so as to
adjoin the insides of the first contacts 40A on both ends, the
fixed-side contact point portions 54a formed on the fixed-side
arm portions (contact portions) 54 with a long effective fitting
length, are also engaged with the holding holes 22. Note that,
in a state where the lever 60 is located at the closed position,
the movable-side contact point portion 564 and the fixed-side
contact point portion 54a are engaged with the holding holes
22, and meanwhile, on the way of returning the lever 60 from
the closed position to the open position, or in a state where the
lever 60 is returned to the open position, such engagement
with the holding holes 22 is released.

Moreover, in this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 7, with
regard to the conductors 21 to be sandwiched by the movable-
side contact point portions 46a and fixed-side contact point
portions 44a of the first contacts 40A on both ends, electrical
connection thereof to a conductor (not shown) formed in the
inside of the body portion 20a is interrupted by the holding
holes 22. Therefore, in this embodiment, the first contacts
40A on both ends are not used as contacts for signal trans-
mission. That is to say, three contacts, which are: a center
second contact 50 among the three second contacts 50; and
two first contacts 40 among the four first contacts 40, are used
as the contacts for the signal transmission.

Next, a description is made of operations of the first con-
tacts 40 and the second contacts 50 when closing the lever 60.

First, in a state where the lever 60 is located at the open
position, the cable 20 is inserted into the housing 30. Then,
when the lever 60 is rotationally moved in a clockwise direc-
tion in FIG. 5, the cam portion 64 abuts on the cam surfaces
47a of the spring portions 47 and the cam surfaces 57a of the
spring portions 57 to be brought into sliding contact with the
cam surfaces 47a and 57a. Moreover, when the lever 60 is
rotationally moved in the closing direction, the cam portion
64 clastically deflects the spring portions 47 and 57 so that the
interval between the tip end of each spring portion 47 and the
tip end of each terminal arm portion 45 and the interval
between each spring portion 57 and each terminal arm portion
55 can be relatively increased.

Then, each coupling spring portion 43 is elastically
deflected, following the deflection of the spring portion47. As
described above, by making the spring portion 47 and the
coupling spring portion 43 deflected, the first contact 40 is
elastically deflected so that the interval between the movable-
side arm portion (contact portion) 46 of the movable-side
contact portion 42 and the fixed-side arm portion (contact
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portion) 44 of the fixed-side contact portion 41 (that is, the
interval is the distance between the movable-side contact
point portion 46a and the fixed-side contact point portion
44a) can be reduced. That is to say, the movable-side contact
point portion 46a moves in a direction of the fixed-side con-
tact point portion 44a. As a result, the cable 20 is conductively
connected to the first contacts 40 in a state of being crimped
by the movable-side contact point portions 46a and the fixed-
side contact point portions 44a.

Similar operations are also performed in the second con-
tacts 50. That is to say, each coupling spring portion 53 is
elastically deflected, following the deflection of the spring
portion 57. Thus, by the deflection of the spring portion 57
and the coupling spring portion 53, the second contact 50 is
elastically deflected so that the interval between the movable-
side arm portion (contact portion) 56 of the movable-side
contact portion 52 and the fixed-side arm portion (contact
portion) 54 of the fixed-side contact portion 51 (that is, the
interval is the distance between the movable-side contact
point portion 56a and the fixed-side contact point portion
54a) can be reduced. That is to say, the movable-side contact
point portion 56a moves in a direction of the fixed-side con-
tact point portion 54a. As a result, in a state of being crimped
by the movable-side contact point portions 564 and the fixed-
side contact point portions 54a, the cable 20 is conductively
connected to the second contacts 50.

At this time, the movable-side contact point portions 56a
and fixed-side contact point portions 54a of the second con-
tacts 50A arranged so as to adjoin the insides of the first
contacts 40 A on both ends are elastically deflected so that the
interval therebetween can be reduced when the spring por-
tions 57 and the coupling spring portions 53 are deflected. As
a result, the movable-side contact point portions 56a and the
fixed-side contact point portions 54a turn to a state of being
inserted into the holding holes 22 from front and back surface
sides of the cable 20. As a result, the movable-side contact
point portions 56a and the fixed-side contact point portions
54a are engaged with the holding holes 22, so that the cable 20
inserted into the housing 30 is prevented from coming out.

Insucha way, a connector assembly 100 is formed in which
the cable 20 is engaged with the housing 30 of the connector
10.

As described above, in this embodiment, the first contacts
40A are arranged on both ends in the width direction Y of the
housing 30, the holding holes (engagement portions) 22 are
provided in the cable 20, and the movable-side contact point
portions 56a (contact portions with a long effective fitting
length) of the second contacts 50A arranged so as to adjoin
the insides in the width directionY of'the first contacts 40A on
both ends are engaged with the holding holes (engagement
portions) 22.

Incidentally, in the case of alternately arranging, in the
housing 30, the first contacts 40 having the contact portions
with a short effective fitting length and the second contacts 50
having the contact portions with a long effective fitting
length, then in general, the first contacts 40 having the contact
portions with a short effective fitting length are arranged on
both ends in the width direction Y. Therefore, it is conceivable
to use the first contacts 40 having the contact portions with a
short effective fitting length for preventing the cable 20
inserted into the housing 30 from coming out.

However, only by engaging the contact point portions of
the contact portions with a short effective fitting length with
the holding holes 22, cable holding force cannot be enhanced,
and moreover, the holding holes (engagement portions) 22
must be formed on a front end side of the cable 20, resulting
in a deterioration of machinability.
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Therefore, it is conceivable to provide holding terminals,
which have contact portions with a short effective fitting
length, independently of the first contacts 40 and the second
contacts 50; however, with such a configuration, the holding
terminals are provided on both ends in the width direction Y
of the housing 30, independently of the contacts, as men-
tioned above, so that the cost is increased by that amount.

As opposed to this, in this embodiment, the movable-side
contact point portions 56a (contact portions with a long effec-
tive fitting length) of the second contacts S0A arranged so as
to adjoin the insides in the width direction Y of the first
contacts 40A arranged on both ends are engaged with the
holding holes (engagement portions) 22. Therefore, it
becomes unnecessary to provide the holding terminals inde-
pendently of the contacts, and the cost can be reduced by that
amount. Moreover, the contact portions (movable-side con-
tact portions 56a) with a long effective fitting length are
engaged with the holding holes (engagement portions) 22,
and accordingly, the holding force of the cable 20 can be
enhanced.

As described above, in accordance with this embodiment,
there can be obtained: the connector 10 and the connector
assembly 100, which are capable of preventing the cable 20
from coming out of the connector 10 while reducing the cost;
and the cable 20 for use in the connector assembly 100.

Second Embodiment

Basically, a connector 10 according to this embodiment has
a similar configuration to that of the above-described first
embodiment.

That is to say, also in this embodiment, the connector 10
includes an insulative housing 30 into which a sheet-like
cable 20A having a front surface and a back surface, such as
an FPC and an FFC, is to be inserted.

Then, on an insertion end portion 205 continuously pro-
vided on a body portion 20a of the sheet-like cable 20A, a
plurality of conductors 21 are exposed at a predetermined
pitch in the width direction Y. Then, regions of the conductors
21, on which contact point portions (fixed-side contact point
portions 44a, movable-side contact point portions 46a) of
first contacts 40 and contact point portions (fixed-side contact
point portions 54a, movable-side contact point portions 56a)
of second contacts 50 are to abut, are arranged in a zigzag
state in front and back two lines. Note that the conductors 21
are patterned on upper side and back side surfaces of the
insertion end portion 205 so as to have substantially the same
shape therebetween, and basically, are electrically connected
to conductors (not shown) formed in the body portion 20a.
Then, inside the housing 30, pluralities of the conductive first
contacts 40 and second contacts 50, which are to be conduc-
tively connected to the conductors 21 of the cable 20A, are
arrayed at a predetermined pitch in the width direction Y. The
first contacts 40 and the second contacts 50 are alternately
arranged in the width direction Y.

Moreover, an insulative lever 60 is rotatably attached to the
housing 30.

Then, the first contacts 40A are arranged on both ends in
the width direction Y of the housing 30, holding holes (en-
gagement portions) 22A are provided in the cable 20A, and
the movable-side contact point portions 56a (contact portions
with a long effective fitting length) of the second contacts S0A
arranged so as to adjoin the insides in the width direction Y of
the first contacts 40A on both ends are engaged with the
holding holes (engagement portions) 22A.

Here, a main point of difference of the connector 10
according to this embodiment from the connector 10 of the
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above-described first embodiment is that the holding holes
(engagement portions) 22A are formed into a through hole
shape.

Specifically, somewhat inner than both ends in the width
direction X of the cable 20A, the holding holes (engagement
portions) 22A, which are not open in the width direction X
(that is, forming closed outlines when viewed from the above)
are formed so as to penetrate the cable 20 in the thickness
direction. The holding holes 22A are formed at regions,
which correspond to the movable-side contact point portions
56a and fixed-side contact point portions 54a of the second
contacts 50 arranged so as to adjoin the insides of the first
contacts 40 on both ends in a state where the cable 20A is
inserted into the housing 30.

Also in accordance with this embodiment described above,
similar functions and effects to those of the above-described
first embodiment can be exerted.

Moreover, in accordance with this embodiment, the hold-
ing holes (engagement portions) 22A, which engage with the
movable-side contact point portions 56a (contact portions
with a long effective fitting length) of the second contacts S0A
arranged so as to adjoin the insides in the width direction Y of
the first contacts 40 A arranged on both ends, are formed into
the through hole shape. Therefore, electrical connection of
the conductors 21, to which the first contacts 40A arranged on
both ends are to be conductively connected, to the conductor
(not shown) formed in the inside of the body portion 20a, can
be allowed not to be interrupted by the holding holes (engage-
ment portions) 22A (refer to FIG. 9). Therefore, the first
contacts 40 A on both ends also become usable as the contacts
for the signal transmission. At this time, with regard to the
second contacts 50A arranged so as to adjoin the insides in the
width direction Y of the first contacts 40 A arranged on both
ends, it is preferable to form insulating layers on at least
surfaces thereof opposite to the conductors, and so on, so that
the second contacts would not short circuit with the conduc-
tors 21 to which the first contacts 40A arranged on both ends
are to be conductively connected.

Third Embodiment

Basically, a connector 10 according to this embodiment has
a similar configuration to that of the above-described first
embodiment.

That is to say, also in this embodiment, the connector 10
includes an insulative housing 30 into which a sheet-like
cable 20B having a front surface and a back surface, such as
an FPC and an FFC, is to be inserted.

Then, on an insertion end portion 205 continuously pro-
vided on a body portion 20a of the sheet-like cable 20A, a
plurality of conductors 21 are exposed at a predetermined
pitch in the width direction Y. Then, regions of the conductors
21, on which contact point portions (fixed-side contact point
portions 44a, movable-side contact point portions 46a) of
first contacts 40 and contact point portions (fixed-side contact
point portions 54a, movable-side contact point portions 56a)
of second contacts 50 are to abut, are arranged in a zigzag
state in front and back two lines. Note that the conductors 21
are patterned on front and back surfaces of the insertion end
portion 205 so as to have substantially the same shape ther-
ebetween, and basically, are electrically connected to conduc-
tors (not shown) formed in the body portion 20a. Then, inside
the housing 30, pluralities of the conductive first contacts 40
and second contacts 50, which are to be conductively con-
nected to the conductors 21 of the cable 20B, are arrayed at a
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predetermined pitch in the width direction Y. The first con-
tacts 40 and the second contacts 50 are alternately arranged in
the width direction Y.

Moreover, an insulative lever 60 is rotatably attached to the
housing 30.

Then, the first contacts 40A are arranged on both ends in
the width direction Y of the housing 30, the holding holes
(engagement portions) 22 are provided in the cable 20A, and
the movable-side contact point portions 56a (contact portions
with a long effective fitting length) of the second contacts S0A
arranged so as to adjoin the insides in the width direction Y of
the first contacts 40 A arranged on both ends are engaged with
the holding holes (engagement portions) 22.

Here, a main different point of the connector 10 according
to this embodiment from the connector 10 of the above-
described first embodiment is that step difference portions
21a are provided on the conductors 21 formed in the cable
20B.

Then, the movable-side contact point portions 464 (contact
portions with a short effective fitting length) of the first con-
tacts 40A arranged on both ends are engaged with the step
difference portions 21a. In this embodiment, as shown in FIG.
12, design is made so that each of the movable-side contact
point portions 46a of the first contacts 40A can overlap the
conductor 21 by a thickness d with the cover closed, whereby
the movable-side contact point portion 46« is engaged with
the step difference portion 21a.

Note that the step difference portions 21a are formed also
on the conductors 21 onan opposite side of the cable 20B, and
the fixed-side contact point portions 44a (contact portions
with a short effective fitting length) are engaged with the step
difference portions 21a. The step difference portions 21a may
be formed on the conductors 21 on either one of the front and
back surfaces of the cable 20B.

In this embodiment, the step difference portions 21a are
formed by partially removing the conductors 21 patterned on
the front surface of the cable 20B.

Also in accordance with this embodiment described above,
similar functions and effects to those of the above-described
first embodiment can be exerted.

Moreover, in accordance with this embodiment, the step
difference portions 21a are provided on the conductors 21
formed on the cable 20B, and the movable-side contact point
portions 46a (contact portions with a short effective fitting
length) of the first contacts 40A arranged on both ends are
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engaged with the step difference portions 21a. Therefore, the
holding force of the cable 20 can be further enhanced.

The description has been made above of the preferred
embodiments of the present invention; however, the present
invention is not limited to the above-described embodiments,
and is modifiable in various ways.

For example, it is possible to appropriately change speci-
fications (shapes, sizes, layout and the like) of the housing,
the lever, the cam portion, and other details.

What is claimed is:

1. A connector comprising:

a housing into which a cable is to be inserted;

first contacts housed in the housing and having contact

portions with a short effective fitting length in a cable
insertion/removal direction; and

second contacts housed in the housing and having contact

portions with a long effective fitting length in the cable
insertion/removal direction,

wherein the first contacts are arranged on both ends in a

width direction of the housing,

engagement portions are provided on the cable, and

the contact portions with the long effective fitting length of

the second contacts arranged so as to adjoin insides in
the width direction of the first contacts arranged on both
ends, are engaged with the engagement portions.

2. The connector according to claim 1, wherein the first
contacts and the second contacts are alternately arranged in
the width direction of the housing.

3. The connector according to claim 1,

wherein step difference portions are provided on conduc-

tors formed in the cable, and

the contact portions with the short effective fitting length of

the first contacts arranged on both ends, are engaged
with the step difference portions.

4. The connector according to claim 1, wherein the engage-
ment portions are through holes or notches.

5. The connector according to claim 3, wherein the con-
ductors are patterned on a front surface of the cable, and the
step difference portions are formed by partially removing the
patterned conductors.

6. A connector assembly, wherein the cable on which the
engagement portions are formed is inserted into the housing
of the connector according to claim 1.

7. A cable to be used in the connector assembly according
to claim 6.



